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2015 Lake Management Plan for Alpine Lake, Waushara County, Wisconsin 

 
The Alpine Lake Management Plan was developed with input from residents and lake users at a series of four public planning sessions held 
at the Marion Town Hall in Wautoma, Wisconsin in May, June, July and August 2015. The inclusive community sessions were designed to 
learn about and identify key community opportunities, assets, concerns, and priorities. Representatives of state and local agencies, as well 
as nonprofit organizations, also attended the planning sessions to offer their assistance to the group in developing a strategic lake 
management plan (LMP).  
 
 
The plan was adopted by Alpine Lake Protection & Rehabilitation District on:  January 27, 2016                  .             
             
    
 
The plan was adopted by the Town of Marion on:       May 11, 2017                        . 
             
 
 
The plan was adopted by Waushara County on:      June 1, 2016                         . 
             
      
            
The plan was approved by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources on:   June 29, 2016                      .    
                              
 

 
Any changes, updates or revisions to this document after the last date on this page do not reflect 

contributions made or approved by University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 
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Overarching Vision for Alpine Lake 

Alpine Lake will remain a quiet retreat known for its great swimming, fishing and serene landscape. It will 

continue to be a place of fond memories where people and wildlife congregate to enjoy this special place.  

 

Introduction  
 

Alpine Lake is a 56-acre impoundment of Bruce Creek. The lake is located in the township of Marion, east of the city of Wautoma, Wisconsin, in 

Waushara County. It receives most of its water from Bruce Creek and, to lesser extents, from surface and groundwater. The maximum depth in Alpine 

Lake is 18 feet. Alpine Lake has an irregular shape and its lakebed has a slope that varies from gentle to steep on the eastern side. Its bottom sediments 

are mostly muck with some rock and sand along the southeastern side. The surface watershed of Alpine Lake is comprised primarily of forested land and 

cultivated cropland and includes portions of the towns of Marion, Mount Morris, Dakota and Wautoma. There are roads and some development around 

its perimeter as well as forested land. 

The purpose of this plan is to provide a framework for the protection and improvement of the lake. Implementing the content of this lake management 

plan (LMP) will enable citizens and other supporters to achieve the vision for Alpine Lake now and in the years to come. The plan was developed by 

community members who learned about the lake and identified features important to the Alpine Lake community to help guide the fate of the lake. It is 

a dynamic document that identifies goals and action items for the purpose of maintaining, protecting and/or creating desired conditions in a lake and 

identifies steps to correct past problems, improve on current conditions, and provide guidance for future boards, lake users, and technical experts. 

Because many entities are involved in lake and land management, it can be challenging to navigate the roles, partnerships and resources that are 

available; the planning process and content of this plan have been designed to identify where some key assistance exists. The actions identified in this 

LMP can serve as a gateway for obtaining grant funding and other resources to help implement activities outlined in the plan. 

Who can use the Alpine Lake Management Plan, and how can it be used? 

¶ Individuals: Individuals can use this plan to learn about the lake they love and their connection to it. People living near Alpine Lake can have the 

greatest influence on the lake by understanding and choosing lake-friendly options to manage their land and the lake.  

¶ Alpine Lake Protection & Rehabilitation District: This plan provides the Alpine Lake District with a well thought out plan for the whole lake and 

lists options that can easily be prioritized. Annual review of the plan will also help the District to realize its accomplishments. Resources and 
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funding opportunities for District management activities are made more available by placement of goals into the lake management plan, and the 

District can identify partners to help achieve their goals for Alpine Lake. 

¶ Neighboring lake groups, sporting and conservation clubs: Neighboring groups with similar goals for lake stewardship can combine their efforts 

and provide each other with support, improve competitiveness for funding opportunities, and make efforts more fun. 

¶ The towns of Mount Morris, Marion, Wautoma, and Dakota and the city of Wautoma: The municipalities can utilize the visions, wishes, and 

goals documented in this lake management plan when considering town-level management planning or decisions within the watershed that may 

affect the lake.  

¶ Waushara County: County professionals will better know how to identify needs, provide support, base decisions, and allocate resources to assist 

in lake-related efforts documented in this plan. This plan can also inform county board supervisors in decisions related to Waushara County 

lakes, streams, wetlands, and groundwater. 

¶ Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources: Professionals working with lakes in Waushara County can use this plan as guidance for 

management activities and decisions related to the management of the resource, including the fishery, and invasive species. Lake management 

plans help the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛȊŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ ƭŀƪŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ 

where to apply resources and fundingΦ ! ǿŜƭƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ƭŀƪŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜǎ ŀƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ 

the State ς if multiple Waushara County lakes have similar goals in their lake management plans, they can join together when seeking grant 

support to increase competitiveness for statewide resources. 

Background  
One of the first steps in creating this plan was to gather and compile data about the lake and its ecosystem to understand past and current lake 

conditions. This was done alongside 32 other lakes as part of the Waushara County Lakes Project. The Waushara County Lakes Project was initiated by 

citizens in the Waushara County Watershed Lakes Council who encouraged Waushara County to work in partnership with personnel from UW-Stevens 

Point to assess 33 lakes in the county. This effort received funding from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Lake Protection Grant Program. 

There was insufficient data available for many of the lakes to evaluate current water quality, aquatic plant communities, invasive species, and shorelands. 

The data that were available had been collected at differing frequencies or periods of time, making it difficult to compare lake conditions. Professionals 

and students from UW-Stevens Point and the Waushara County Land Conservation Department conducted the Waushara County Lakes Study and 

interpreted data for use in the development of lake management plans. Data collected by citizens, consultants, and professionals at the Wisconsin 

Department of Natural Resources were also incorporated into the planning process to provide a robust set of information from which informed decisions 

could be made. Sources of information used in the planning process are listed at the end of this document. 

Several reports from the Alpine Lake Study and the materials associated with the planning process and reports can be found on the Waushara County 

website: http://www.co.waushara.wi.us/ (ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ά5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎέΣ ά½ƻƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ [ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ά[ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴέΣ ŀƴŘ ά[ŀƪŜ Management 

tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎέύΦ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ƻǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜ ƴƻǘŜŘΣ Řŀǘŀ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 2014 report Waushara County Lakes Study - Alpine 

Lake, University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point. 

http://www.co.waushara.wi.us/default.aspx
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Implementing the content of this 

lake management plan will enable 

citizens and other supporters to 

achieve the vision for Alpine Lake 

now and in the years to come. 

 

 

The Planning Pr ocess 
The planning process included a series of four public planning sessions held between May and August 2015 at the Marion Town Hall. The Alpine Lake 

Planning Committee consisted of lake district members and property owners. Technical assistance during the planning process was provided by the 

Waushara County Conservationist, the Waushara County Community, Natural Resources and Economic Development Extension Agent, and professionals 

from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (WDNR), Golden Sands Resource Conservation & Development Council, Inc. (RC&D), University of 

Wisconsin-Extension (UWEX), and the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point Center for Watershed Science and Education (CWSE). 

Participation in the planning process was open to everyone and was encouraged by letters mailed to 

Alpine Lake waterfront property owners and by press releases in local newspapers. In addition, 

members of the planning committee were provided with emails about upcoming meetings which 

could be forwarded to others. To involve and collect input from as many people as possible, a topic-

specific survey related to the subject of each upcoming planning session was made available prior to 

each planning session. Property owners and interested lake users were notified about the surveys and 

how to access them (via postcards mailed to waterfront property owners and press releases in local 

newspapers). The surveys could be filled out anonymously online, or paper copies were available upon 

request. Survey questions and responses were shared at the planning sessions and can be found in 

Appendix F.  Lake User Survey Results. 

Guest experts and professionals attended the planning sessions. They presented information and participated in discussions with participants to provide 

context, insight and recommendations for the lake management plan, including environmental and regulatory considerations. This information was 

organized with the survey results into discussion topics, which included: the fishery and recreation; the aquatic plant community; water quality and land 

use; shoreland health; and communication. After learning about the current conditions of each topic, planning committee members identified goals, 

objectives, and actions for the lake management plan that were recorded by professionals from UW-Stevens Point. Planning session notes and 

presentations are available on the Waushara County website. 
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Goals, Objecti ves and Actions  
 

The following goals, objectives, and associated actions were derived from the values and concerns of citizens interested in Alpine Lake and members of 

the Alpine Lake Management Planning Committee, as well as the known science about Alpine Lake, its ecosystem and the landscape within its 

watershed. A lake management plan is a living document that changes over time to meet the current needs, challenges and desires of the lake and its 

community. Implementing and regularly updating the goals and actions in the Alpine Lake Management Plan will ensure that the vision is supported and 

that changes or new challenges are incorporated into the plan. The goals, objectives and actions listed in this plan should be reviewed annually and 

updated with any necessary changes. 

Although each lake is different, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources requires that each comprehensive lake management plan address a 

specific list of topics affecting the character of a lake, whether each topic has been identified as a priority or as simply something to preserve. In this way, 

every lake management plan considers the many aspects associated with lakes. These topics comprise the chapters in this plan and have been grouped 

as follows: 

In-Lake Habitat and a Healthy Lake 

Fish Communityτfish species, abundance, size, important habitat and other needs 

Aquatic Plant Communityτhabitat, food, health, native species, and invasive species 

 Critical Habitatτareas of special importance to the wildlife, fish, water quality, and aesthetics of the lake  

  

Landscapes and the Lake 

 Water Quality and Quantityτwater chemistry, clarity, contaminants, lake levels 

     Shorelandsτhabitat, erosion, contaminant filtering, water quality, vegetation, access 

     Watershed Land Useτland use, management practices, conservation programs 

   

People and the Lake 

 Recreationτaccess, sharing the lake, informing lake users, rules 

 Communication and Organizationτmaintaining connections for partnerships, implementation, community involvement 

 Updates and Revisionsτcontinuing the process  

Governanceτprotection of the lake, constitution, state, county, local municipalities, Alpine Lake Protection & Rehabilitation District 
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List of Goals 

Goal 1.  Alpine Lake will have the necessary elements to sustain a balanced fishery, which include sufficient habitat, water quality, and fishing 
regulations. 

Goal 2.  Protect native plants in and around Alpine Lake. 

Goal 3.  New aquatic invasive species will not become established in Alpine Lake. EWM/HWM and CLP will be controlled or eliminated. 

Goal 4.  Protect unique areas that are valuable to the water quality and habitat of Alpine Lake. 

Goal 5.  Minimize nutrient and sediment loading to the lake by improving land management practices near the lake and in the watershed. 

Goal 6.  Continue long term data collection on Alpine Lake to monitor trends such as declines and improvements over time. 

Goal 7.  Encourage shoreland property owners to preserve and restore healthy shorelands. To reach compliance with NR 115, 7499 feet of shoreland 
frontage are currently in need of shoreland restoration. Restore approximately 5% (350 feet) of the shoreline over the next 5 years. 

Goal 8.  Explore and utilize resources for healthy lake management. 

Goal 9.  Alpine Lake will retain its peaceful setting for people and nature while accommodating a variety of uses. 

Goal 10.  Increase participation in lake stewardship. 

Goal 11.  Review plan annually and update with partners as needed or every five years. 
 

The following goals were ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǎ ΨƘƛƎƘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΩ: 

 

 

 

New aquatic invasive species will not become established in Alpine Lake. EWM and CLP will be controlled or eliminated. (Aquatic 

Invasive Species (AIS))  

(see Alpine Lake Aquatic Plant Management Plan) 

Maintain navigable water.  (Alpine Lake Aquatic Plant Management Plan) 

Improve fishing opportunities.  (The Fish Community) 



 

 
 Lake Management Plan ς Alpine Lake, Waushara County, Wisconsin, 2015 UW-Stevens Point                                                               12 

Lead persons and resources are given under each objective of this plan. These individuals and organizations are able to provide information, suggestions, 

or services to accomplish objectives and achieve goals. The following table lists organization names and their common acronyms used in this plan. This 

list should not be considered all-inclusive ς assistance may also be provided by other entities, consultants, and organizations.  

 

Resource Acronym  

Alpine Lake Protection & Rehabilitation District ALPRD 

WDNR Citizen Lake Monitoring Network CLMN 

UWSP Center for Watershed Science and Education CWSE 

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection DATCP 

North Central Conservancy Trust NCCT 

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service NRCS 

Golden Sands Resource Conservation & Development Council, Inc. RC&D 

UW- Extension UWEX 

University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point UWSP 

Waushara County Watershed Lakes Council WCWLC 

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources WDNR 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation WDOT 

UWSP Water and  Environmental Analysis Laboratory WEAL 

Waushara County Land Conservation Department WLCD 

 

Contact information for organizations and individuals who support lake management in Waushara County can be found in Appendix A.  2015 Waushara 

County Lake Information Directory.  
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Photo courtesy of Limnology Center, UW Madison 

In -Lake Habitat and a Healthy Lake  
Many lake users value Alpine Lake for its solitude, scenery, fishing, and 

wildlife. These attributes are all interrelated; the health of one part of the 

lake system affects the health of the rest of the plant and animal community, 

the experiences of the people at the lake, and the quality and quantity of 

water in the lake. Habitat is the structure for a healthy fishery and wildlife 

community. It can provide shelter for some animals and food for others. 

Lake habitat occurs within the lake, along all of its shorelands, and even 

extends into its watershed for some species. Many animals that live in and near the lake are only successful if their needs ς food, a healthy environment, 

and shelter ς are met. Native vegetation including wetlands along the shoreline and adjacent to the lake provides habitat for safety, reproduction, and 

food, and can improve water quality and balance water quantity. Some lake visitors such as birds, frogs, and turtles use limbs from trees that are sticking 

out of the water for perches or to warm themselves in the sun. Aquatic plants infuse oxygen into the water and provide food and shelter for waterfowl, 

small mammals, and people. The types and abundance of plants and animals that comprise the lake community also vary based on the water quality, 

and the health and characteristics of the shoreland and watershed. Healthy habitat in Alpine Lake includes the aquatic plants, branches, and tree limbs 

above and below the water. 

The Fish Community  

A balanced fish community has a mix of predator and prey species, each with different food, habitat, nesting substrate, and water quality needs in order 

to flourish. Activities in and around a lake that can affect a fishery may involve disturbances to the native aquatic plant community or substrate, 

excessive additions of nutrients or harmful chemicals, removal of woody habitat, shoreline alterations, 

and/or an imbalance in the fishery. Shoreland erosion can cause sediment to settle onto the substrate, 

causing the deterioration of spawning habitat. Habitat can be improved by allowing shoreland vegetation 

to grow, minimizing the removal of aquatic plants, providing fallen trees or limbs in suitable areas, and 

protecting wetlands and other areas of critical habitat.  

People are an important part of a sustainable fish community; their actions on the landscape and the 

numbers and sizes of fish taken out of the lake can influence the entire lake ecosystem. Putting 

appropriate fishing regulations in place and adhering to them can help to balance the fishery with healthy 

prey and predatory species, can be adjusted as the fish community changes, and can provide for excellent 

fishing. 

Managing a lake for a balanced fishery can result in fewer expenses to lake stewards and the public. While 

some efforts may be needed to provide a more suitable environment to meet the needs of the fish, they 
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usually do not have to be repeated on a frequently reoccurring basis. Protecting existing habitat such as emergent, aquatic, and shoreland vegetation, 

and allowing trees that naturally fall into the lake to remain in the lake are free of cost. Alternatively, restoring habitat in and around a lake can have an 

up-front cost, but the effects will often continue for decades. Costs in time, travel, and other expenses are associated with routine efforts such as fish 

stocking and aeration. Ideally, a lake contains the habitat, water quality, and food necessary to support the fish communities that are present within the 

lake and provide fishing opportunities for people without a lot of supplemental effort and associated expenses to maintain these conditions. 

Periodically, fish have been stocked to enhance populations in Alpine Lake. Between 1972 and 2015, over 256,950 walleye were reported to be stocked 

in Alpine Lake. Depending upon size and source, the cost per walleye ranged between $0.75 and $2.85; approximately 70% survive to become adults. 

          Table 1.  History of fish stocking. 

Year Species Age Class Number Stocked Average Length 
(inches) 

1972 WALLEYE FRY 250,000 1 

1988 WALLEYE FINGERLING 450 5 

1989 WALLEYE FINGERLING 5,400 7 

1990 WALLEYE FINGERLING 1,000 5 

1995 WALLEYE FINGERLING 350 10 

1996 WALLEYE FINGERLING 500 10 

1998 WALLEYE FINGERLING 500 10 

2000 WALLEYE FINGERLING 200 14.75 

2002 WALLEYE FINGERLING 750 8 

2004 WALLEYE FINGERLING 400 8 

2006 WALLEYE FINGERLING 750 8 

2008 WALLEYE FINGERLING 750  

2013 BLACK CRAPPIES  600  

2015 

WALLEYE FINGERLING 100 7 

WHITE SUCKERS  
325 
200 

5 
9 

MINNOWS  100 lbs. 2 

 

Most of the survey responses and participants at the August 10, 2015 planning session felt the fishery had not changed significantly during their time at 

Alpine Lake, but that the density of aquatic plant beds (including invasives) has limited its potential. David Bartz, Fisheries Biologist with the WDNR, was 

in attendance at the session to present results of monitoring the lakeΩǎ ŦƛǎƘŜǊȅ in recent years. His strongest recommendation for improving the fishery 

was to enhance native shoreland vegetation and coarse woody habitat in shallow water. 

javascript:html_PPR_Report_Page(this,'R885016932071536525','https://cida.usgs.gov/wdnr/apex/f?p=220:1:16190214302098:fsp_sort_3::RP&fsp_region_id=885016932071536525');
javascript:html_PPR_Report_Page(this,'R885016932071536525','https://cida.usgs.gov/wdnr/apex/f?p=220:1:16190214302098:fsp_sort_5::RP&fsp_region_id=885016932071536525');
javascript:html_PPR_Report_Page(this,'R885016932071536525','https://cida.usgs.gov/wdnr/apex/f?p=220:1:16190214302098:fsp_sort_10::RP&fsp_region_id=885016932071536525');
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The most recent comprehensive fishery surveys were conducted in Alpine Lake in 2014 by fisheries biologists with the WDNR. The 2014 surveys included 

an early spring (immediately after ice-out) fyke netting survey and a spring electrofishing survey. Survey results indicated panfish/bluegills were in 

somewhat high abundance (424/hr) with poor size structure (PSD6=17%, RSD7=6%, mean length пΦтέύ. Black crappies were in fair abundance with good 

growth. Many of the crappies were likely some of the 600 fish stocked in 2013 by We Really Kare fishing club. While black crappies should naturally 

reproduce in Alpine Lake, inadequate healthy near-shore habitat, including shoreland vegetation and woody habitat, is limiting their reproductive 

success. [ŀǊƎŜƳƻǳǘƘ ōŀǎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƘƛƎƘ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴŎŜ όмпфκƘǊ Ҕ уέύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊƭȅ ŀōǳƴŘŀƴǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ όмрфκƘǊ Ҕ уέύ ƛƴ ŀ 

2006 survey. Their size structure was fair (PSD12=56%, similar to 2006) with a mean length of 12 inches, which is average for lakes in the area. By the 

time boats were able to get onto the lake following ice-off, the northern pike had already moved into deeper water, which resulted in a small sample 

size, totaling 78. The fish that were captured indicated poor size structure with only one fish greater than 26 inches and a mean size of 17.8 inches. To 

help improve the overall fishery in Alpine Lake, the size limit for northern pike was removed from Alpine Lake beginning on January 1, 2015.   

Guiding Vision for the Fish Community 

The fishery in Alpine Lake will provide good fishing within a balanced lake ecosystem. 

Goal 1.  Alpine Lake will have the necessary elements to sustain a balanced fishery, which include sufficient habitat, water 

quality, and fishing regulations.  

Objective 1.1.  Improve the reproduction and size structure of the fishery through habitat improvements. 

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

Inform property owners about the importance of habitat (aquatic 
vegetation, woody habitat, shoreland vegetation) to the fishery in 
Alpine Lake (see also Shorelands section). 

ALPRD UWEX Lakes ς educational 
materials 

Ongoing 2016 

Shoreland property owners will work together to ensure that 
sufficient near- shore habitat (including shoreland vegetation and 
woody habitat) is available to sustain a healthy fish community.  

Shoreland property 
owners 

WDNR Fisheries Biologist 
WDNR Healthy Lakes Grants 
WLCD 

Ongoing 

The County Parks Dept. will identify areas where healthy shoreland 
vegetation can be sustained and the addition of woody habitat 
would not negatively affect recreation. 

WC Park Director 
WLCD 

ALPRD 2017 

Work with WDNR Fisheries Biologist on placement of woody habitat 
to avoid obstruction of recreation including use of shorter pieces, 
placing at angles, etc. 

Shoreland property 
owners 

WDNR Fisheries Biologist 
WDNR Healthy Lakes Grants 

Ongoing 

Work with the county to determine how to improve management of 
the dike in a way that will provide better shoreland vegetation 
without compromising the structure. 

ALPRD  WLCD 
WDNR Healthy Lakes Grants 
WDNR Dam Safety Staff 

2017 
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Aquatic Plants  
Aquatic plants provide the forested landscape within Alpine Lake. They 

provide food and habitat for spawning, breeding, and survival for a wide 

range of inhabitants and lake visitors including fish, waterfowl, turtles, 

amphibians, as well as invertebrates and other animals. They improve 

water quality by releasing oxygen into the water and utilizing nutrients 

that would otherwise be used by algae. A healthy lake typically has a 

variety of aquatic plant species which creates diversity that makes the 

aquatic plant community more resilient and can help to prevent the 

establishment of non-native aquatic species. 

Aquatic plants near shore and in shallows provide food, shelter and 

nesting material for shoreland mammals, shorebirds and waterfowl. It is 

not unusual for otters, beavers, muskrats, weasels, and deer to be seen 

along a shoreline in their search for food, water, or nesting material. The 

aquatic plants that attract the animals to these areas contribute to the 

beauty of the shoreland and lake. 

During the 2011 aquatic plant survey of Alpine Lake, ninety-nine percent 

(237) of 240 sampled sites had vegetative growth. Of the sampled sites 

within Alpine Lake, the average depth was 7.3 feet and the maximum 

depth with vegetation was 19 feet. Fourteen species of aquatic plants 

were found in Alpine Lake in 2011, with the greatest diversity located in 

the southern end of the lake. Figure 1 shows the number of species that 

were identified at each sampling site.  

The dominant plant species in the survey was wild celery (Vallisneria 

americana), followed by common waterweed (Elodea canadensis) and 

muskgrass (Chara spp.). Wild celery is a premiere source of food for 

waterfowl, marsh birds and shore birds, and beds of this submersed plant 

also provide shade, shelter and feeding habitat for fish. Common 

waterweed offers shelter to fish and also provides food to waterfowl. 

Muskgrass is a favorite food source for a wide variety of waterfowl, and 

muskgrass beds offer cover and food to fish, especially young trout, Figure 1.  Total number of species at each site, 2011. 
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largemouth bass, and smallmouth bass (Borman et al., 2001). Two invasive species, curly-leaf pondweed and hybrid watermilfoil have been documented 

in the lake. More detailed information can be found in Appendix B.  Aquatic Plants; the Aquatic Plant Survey of Alpine Lake, Waushara County; Waushara 

County Lakes Study ς Alpine Lake; and, Aquatic Plant Management Plan 2015, Lake Alpine, Waushara County. 

Most survey respondents (92%) indicated aquatic plants, especially invasives and water lilies, are dense in Alpine Lake and affect their use of the lake. All 

survey respondents felt some degree of aquatic plant management was necessary. Participants at the planning session indicated that parts of the lake 

are commonly in a choked state. Some harvesting has been done in the past to create navigable areas, most recently in 2014. 

As an impoundment, Alpine Lake receives most of its water via the Bruce Creek inlet on its western end. Soils within this watershed consist of sand and 

loamy sand interspersed with highly organic and tight clay soils that were likely drainage channels for melting glaciers just to the north. This results in a 

high, nutrient-rich, sediment load to the lake that periodically fills the inlet channel.  The ALPRD has dredged this channel from time to time, most 

recently about 8 years ago. This work requires a permit, and costs of dredging limit the volume of sediment removed. Participants at the planning 

session indicated an interest in the placement of aerators in this area following the next dredging operation to try and reduce sedimentation. Putting 

good management practice on the landscape within the watershed would help to reduce the amount of sediment delivery to Alpine Lake. 

 

Guiding Vision for Aquatic Plants in Alpine Lake 

Alpine Lake will have a diverse native aquatic plant community that balances healthy habitat, good water quality, and 

recreational use.  

Goal 2.  Protect native plants in and around Alpine Lake.  

 

Objective 2.1.  Avoid disturbing the native aquatic plant community.  

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

Minimize removal and disturbance of native vegetation via educational 
materials provided in annual mailing, website, and at annual meeting.  

ALPRD UWEX Lakes  
WDNR Lake Manager 
WLCD 
WCWLC 

Ongoing 

Contact WDNR if water lilies become a significant obstruction in the main 
channel to discuss options. 

ALPRD WDNR Lake Manager 
 

Ongoing 

Refer to the Alpine Lake Aquatic Plant Management Plan, later in this section, 
for more detailed information and management options. 

ALPRD Consultants 
WDNR Lake Manager 
WLCD 

Ongoing 
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Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS)   
Aquatic invasive species are non-native aquatic plants and animals 

that are most often unintentionally introduced into lakes by lake 

users. This most commonly occurs on trailers, boats, equipment, 

and from the release of bait. In some lakes, aquatic invasive plant 

species can exist as a part of the plant community, while in other 

lakes populations explode, creating dense beds that can damage 

boat motors, make areas non-navigable, inhibit activities like 

swimming and fishingΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜǎΩ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ  

A special survey of Alpine Lake for curly-leaf pondweed (CLP) was 

conducted in June 2012. The life cycle of CLP Ŏŀƴ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ŀ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ 

ecosystem. CLP grows under the ice during late winter and early 

spring, and when it dies back in late June/early July it releases 

phosphorus at a time when new plants and algae are beginning to 

grow. This phosphorus release may help fuel algae blooms and 

excessive plant growth. This seems to be the case in Alpine Lake, 

where participants indicated problems with filamentous algae 

during the summer months. During the 2012 CLP survey, CLP was 

found in numerous patches, some of which were relatively dense. 

A subsequent survey in 2013 yielded similar results (Figure 2).   

Hybrid watermilfoil (HWM) was found in Alpine Lake during the 

2011 aquatic plant survey. The lake was chemically treated for 

Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM) just before the survey was 

conducted in 2011, which likely impacted the distribution and 

density observed throughout the lake. The July 2013 survey 

revealed widespread EWM/HWM beds across the lake. 

Continued monitoring of CLP and EWM/HWM is recommended to 

ensure that these populations are not growing or spreading to 

new locations within the lake.  

 
Figure 2.  EWM and CLP in Alpine Lake, July 2013. 
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Originally documented in Alpine Lake in 2008, CLP can live in harmony with the rest of the 

aquatic plant community but may become invasive. The die-off of large beds of CLP in 

June can contribute to nuisance algae blooms throughout the summer. In Alpine Lake, 

CLP should be monitored annually in early June. Once the CLP is near the surface in late 

May or early June, harvesting it would help to remove nutrients from the lake. 

 
Originally documented in Alpine Lake in 1992, EWM can exist as part of the plant 

community or it can create dense beds that can damage boat motors, make areas non-

navigable, and inhibit activities like swimming and fishing. This plant produces viable 

seeds; however, it often spreads by fragmentation. Just a small fragment of the stem is 

enough to start a new plant, so spread can occur quickly if plants are located near points 

of activity such as beaches and boat launches. 

Each lake is different and the response to EWM control may differ from lake to lake. No single approach will be appropriate for all lakes. Often multiple 

approaches and adaptive year-to-year changes in approach are most successful.  The EWM population shouƭŘ ōŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǇƻƛƴǘ-ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘΩ 

method (accompanied by more thorough observations) before and after treatments to determine the effectiveness of an approach in a given year. 

Strategies for the subsequent year should be adjusted accordingly. EWM management involves evolving scientific knowledge; therefore, the 

management strategies for the management of EWM in Alpine Lake should be adapted as EWM populations in the lake change and as new information 

becomes available.   

Hybrid watermilfoil (HWM) results from a hybridization of native watermilfoil with EWM. HWM 

tends to be more resilient and less affected by certain types of chemical treatment. HWM was 

formally listed as present in Alpine Lake by the WDNR in 2013. Since HWM has been confirmed, a 

challenge test should be conducted to determine which combination of chemicals will be effective in 

controlling that particular strain of HWM. Over 13 combinations of chemicals can potentially be 

used to treat HWM. The only way to know the appropriate combination is by sending samples to be 

challenge tested. Treating HWM without knowing the appropriate combination of chemicals can 

result in a more resilient strain in the lake, damage the native aquatic plant population, and waste 

money. 
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Japanese knotweed, a terrestrial invasive species, was documented near the inlet at Alpine Lake in 2013. 

Also known as Japanese or Mexican bamboo, it is an herbaceous perennial that forms large colonies of 

erect, arching stems resembling bamboo. Stems are round, smooth and hollow with reddish-brown 

blotches. Plants reach up to 10 feet high and the dead stalks remain standing through the winter. 

Japanese knotweed can cause the following problems (WDNR, 2015): 

¶ New infestations of Japanese knotweed often occur when soil contaminated with rhizomes is 

transported or when rhizomes are washed downstream during flooding. 

¶ Japanese knotweed poses a significant threat to shoreland areas where it prevents streamside 

tree regeneration and increases soil erosion. 

¶ Root fragments as small as two inches can sprout, producing new infestations. 

¶ Japanese knotweed can disrupt nutrient cycling in forested shoreland areas. 

¶ Japanese knotweed contains allopathic compounds (chemicals toxic to surrounding vegetation).  

There are manual and chemical options for controlling Japanese knotweed. Young plants can be hand-pulled. They should be pulled up by the root 

crown, while trying to remove the rhizomes, since remaining rhizomes can produce new plants. It is possible to eradicate small patches of knotweed 

with repeated and persistent cutting of the plants. Plant debris should be properly disposed of, as fragments as small as two inches can sprout and 

produce new infestations. Chemical use may be required to eradicate large, established plants. Plants are more susceptible to herbicides if they are cut 

when 4-рΩ ǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ оΩ ǘŀƭƭΦ Large plants can be cut low to the ground and herbicide applied directly into the hollow stem. 

 

Guiding Vision for Aquatic Invasive Species 

Aquatic invasive species (AIS) will not significantly impact recreation or the fishery in Alpine Lake. 

Goal 3.  New aquatic invasive species will not become established in Alpine Lake. EWM/HWM and CLP will be controlled or 

eliminated. 

 

Objective 3.1.  Prevent the establishment of any new invasive species (AIS) in Alpine Lake.  

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

Learn to identify AIS and routinely look for it. ALPRD Board  2015, Ongoing 

Use signs, newsletters, and other methods to inform lake visitors about AIS 
and removing aquatic hitchhikers. 

ALPRD Board or 
Project Committee 

RC&D Annually 
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Inform property owners of the importance of aquatic vegetation and to 
refrain from removing native aquatic vegetation to diminish the possibility 
of new AIS colonization. 

Individuals UWEX Lakes (educational 
materials) 

Ongoing 

Objective 3.2. Reduce or eliminate populations of CLP in Alpine Lake. 

The following table is a summary of actions associated with CLP management in Alpine Lake. It is not all-inclusive; please review the entirety of the 

Aquatic Plant Management Plan before choosing management options each year. 

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

Map CLP beds in spring to assess the need for control, strategies to be 
employed, and to contribute to long-term assessment of CLP management. 

ALPRD Consultant 
WDNR Aquatic Plant Biologist 

Annually ς 
May/June 

tǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΣ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
survey results, and develop a strategy (if needed) for the upcoming year. 

ALPRD Consultant 
WDNR Aquatic Plant Biologist 

Annually in 
winter 

Harvest CLP in late May/early June to reduce plant biomass/nutrient inputs 
to the lake and to increase navigation. Avoid areas where EWM is present 
in beds that are accessible to the harvester. 

ALPRD WDNR Aquatic Plant Biologist 
Consultant 
WDNR AIS Grants 

Annually in 
spring 

If needed, use herbicide treatments to reduce CLP populations. ALPRD Consultant 
WDNR Aquatic Plant Biologist 
WDNR AIS Grants 

2016 and as 
needed 

Consider skimming to remove filamentous algae and floating plants to 
reduce biomass/phosphorus inputs and improve navigation. Avoid areas 
where EWM is present. 

ALPRD WDNR Aquatic Plant Biologist 
Consultants  
WDNR AIS Grants 

As needed 

Consider a winter drawdown to kill CLP and compact the sediment. ALPRD WDNR Aquatic Plant Biologist 
Consultants 

As needed 

 

Objective 3.3.  Reduce or eliminate populations of EWM in Alpine Lake. 

The following table is a summary of actions associated with the management of EWM in Alpine Lake. It is not all-inclusive; please review the entirety 

of the Aquatic Plant Management Plan before choosing management options each year. 

Actions Lead 
person/group 

Resources Timeline 

Learn to identify and properly remove EWM where it is present in small areas 
of Alpine Lake. 

ALPRD 
Shoreland 
property 
owners 

RC&D  2016 and ongoing 
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Continue to work to eradicate EWM in Alpine Lake. Prior to spring, review the 
survey results and choose the appropriate management options for the 
upcoming year. 

ALPRD Consultant  
WDNR Aquatic Plant Biologist 

Annually in fall 

Conduct a point-intercept (P.I.) survey of the aquatic plant community at least 
every 5 years.  
Pre- and post-P.I. surveys are required to obtain a permit for chemical 
treatment and help to quantify changes over time.  
If chemical treatments are not conducted, conduct visual aquatic plant surveys 
in years between P.I. surveys. 
Use survey results to develop management strategies for the upcoming year. 

ALPRD P.I. Survey:  
WDNR Water Resource Spec. 
Consultant  
WDNR AIS Grants  
 
Visual Survey:  
RC&D  

P.I. Survey:  
Pre- and post- 
chemical treatments 
Every 5 years  
Visual Survey: 
Annually between 
P.I Surveys 

Inform lake residents and lake users when chemical treatment is conducted. ALPRD WDNR Water Resource Spec. 
Consultant 

As needed 

If resistance of HWM to chemical treatment is observed, submit EWM samples 
to a lab for a challenge test to determine which chemicals will be effective. 

ALPRD WDNR Water Resource Spec. As needed 

Where small populations exist, hand-pull EWM in shallows and/or hire divers to 
hand pull in less accessible areas. 

ALPRD RC&D Ongoing 

If hiring divers is appropriate for the level of infestation, work with other lakes 
to submit a WDNR AIS grant to make your request more competitive. 

ALPRD WDNR AIS grant 
WDNR Water Resource Spec. 
RC&D  
Local lakes with AIS 

As needed 

Consider a winter drawdown to kill HWM and compact the sediment. ALPRD WDNR Aquatic Plant Biologist 
Consultants 

As needed 

Consider the use of milfoil weevil populations as a control method for HWM in 
parts of Alpine Lake Helen. Weevil over-wintering habitat could be improved by 
establishing healthy shoreland vegetation. 

ALPRD RC&D  
UWSP ς Dr. Ron Crunkilton 
WDNR Lakes Specialist 

 

 

Objective 3.4.  Reduce or eliminate populations of Japanese Knotweed around Alpine Lake. 

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

Distribute information about Japanese knotweed to residents around the 
lake. 

ALPRD UWEX Lakes 
RC&D 

Ongoing 

Organize training on the identification and proper removal of Japanese 
knotweed. 

ALPRD Consultant 
RC&D 

As needed 

Routinely survey and monitor areas around the lake for new populations of 
Japanese knotweed.  Inform and work with property owner for any 
observed populations. 

ALPRD Consultant 
RC&D 

Annually in 
spring 
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Alpine Lake Aquatic Plant Management Plan 
Management strategies in Alpine Lake were designed to achieve a balance between healthy aquatic habitat, good water quality, and recreation. With a 

permit from the WDNR, aquatic plant management may occur in areas of the lake exhibiting heavy aquatic plant and/or algae growth that restricts 

boating and other recreational activities. A variety of management options were 

discussed during the development of this plan. Some options were rejected due to the 

nature of the lake. Each lake is different and the response to HWM control efforts may 

differ from lake to lake. No single approach will be appropriate for all lakes. Often 

multiple approaches and adaptive year-to-year changes in approach are most 

successful. Each year, the state of the aquatic plants in Alpine Lake should be assessed. 

During fall or winter, the results of the assessment (point-intercept survey, mapped 

marked with CLP beds, etc.) should be reviewed by the ALPRD with assistance from the 

WDNR Lake Manager, Golden Sands RC&D, and/or a consultant. Based on conditions, 

the strategy for the upcoming year should be developed. A strategy may include one or 

more of the following options, some of which require a permit from the WDNR. 

 

Manual removal, target species: HWM/EWM, CLP, other AIS  

Manual removal of AIS is focused on limited areas. This is commonly conducted by individual waterfront property owners who are trained in the 

identification and removal of EWM and other aquatic invasive species.  Plants can be removed manually at any time of year, without a permit. Trained 

divers can be hired to manually remove HWM in deeper parts of the lake in areas less than 1 acre. This is most effective as a follow-up to chemical 

treatments, where HWM presence is spotty. 

Individuals may hand-pull aquatic plants adjacent to their dock (thirty feet or less) without a permit for the purpose of clearing a channel for access. Any 

hand-pulled aquatic plants should be removed from the water and composted away from the lake. Property owners should diligently monitor any 

cleared areas for AIS. 

Option:  Provide a pick-up service for hand-pulled plants from docks with the harvester. 
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Herbicide treatment, target species:  HWM and CLP 

An annual permit is required. The target population of HWM or CLP ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǇƻƛƴǘ-ƛƴǘŜǊŎŜǇǘΩ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ όŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ƳƻǊŜ 

thorough observations) before and after chemical treatments to determine the effectiveness of an approach in a given year. This information should 

guide subsequent management such as manual removal. Strategies for the subsequent year should be adjusted accordingly. HWM management involves 

evolving scientific knowledge; therefore, the management strategies for HWM in Alpine Lake should be adapted as HWM populations in the lake change 

and as new information becomes available.   

The use of herbicides to control aquatic invasive species is an evolving science. Results of recent studies of the effectiveness of chemical spot treatment 

suggest the treatment may be less effective than previously thought, and may actually promote chemically-resistant forms of HWM. While herbicides 

can have immediate effect on the target plant species, there can be unanticipated effects on other species. There are approximately 300 herbicides 

registered for use on land in the United States, but only 13 can be applied into or near aquatic systems. All herbicides must be applied according to the 

US Environmental Protection approved label rate and application ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ ƛŦ άȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŜǘ ǿŜǘΦέ  

The toxicity tests that have been conducted are related to specific effects such as carcinogenicity. There may be as-yet unidentified consequences to 

aquatic ecosystems. Despite this, chemical spot treatments may still be appropriate in certain conditions. AIS species such as HWM are best treated 

early in the growing season ς typically before June 1 when water temperatures are below 60 degrees F ς to minimize the  impacts of the herbicides on 

native plants that often emerge later in the growing season. Balancing the eradication of invasive species with the survival and flourishing of native 

species is essential to long-term success. 

Herbicides can be divided into two main categories: contact herbicides that cause extensive cellular damage upon contact and systemic herbicides that 

act more slowly, often by speeding up cellular division. Systemic herbicides are taken up by the plant and transported throughout the entire plant, often 

resulting in complete mortality. Successful control of the target plant is achieved when it is exposed to a lethal concentration of the herbicide for a 

sufficient amount of time. 

Herbicides are applied directly to the water, either as a liquid or an encapsulated granular form. Factors such as water depth, water flow, treatment area 

size, retention time, lake stratification, and plant density play roles in determining the appropriate herbicide concentration. Application rates and 

exposure times are important considerations for aquatic herbicides. Herbicide costs vary greatly between about $400 and $1,500 per acre depending on 

the chemical used, who applies it, permitting procedures, and the size of the treatment area. 

Herbicide Plan: Conduct herbicide spot treatments as appropriate to reduce populations of EWM/HWM. The type of chemical(s) used should be based 

on the specific type of HWM. If treating less than 5 acres, a contact herbicide such as endothall or diquat should be used. Treatment should occur early 

in the season, prior to emergence of native plants. To reduce the chance of developing resilient strains of HWM, different treatments should be used 

each year. Each application should coincide with pre- and post-treatment aquatic plant surveys to monitor impacts to native plants and measure the 

efficacy of the herbicide regime. Treatment should be supplemented with subsequent manual removal of HWM. 
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Mechanical harvesting, target species: CLP, dense native aquatic plants  

A permit is required. Benefits of mechanically harvesting aquatic plants include the removal of nutrients and oxygen-demanding plant material from the 

lake system, and the temporary recreational relief from dense aquatic plant beds and filamentous algae. Harvesting may have negative effects on native 

aquatic plants that provide valuable habitat. Harvesting in depths less than 3 feet should be avoided to minimize impact on habitat and to reduce 

sediment disturbance. Areas where EWM/HWM is present should not be harvested since these plants spread by fragmentation.  

CLP should be harvested in late May or early June when the plants surface. Removing the plant matter from the lake via harvester as opposed to 

chemical treatment will remove plant biomass and nutrients from the system.  

Dense beds of native aquatic plants can be harvested as needed to provide navigation later in the summer. Areas of EWM should be avoided to prevent 

fragmentation and spread. 

Mechanical Harvesting Plan: With a WDNR permit, harvesting in Alpine Lake may be conducted in depths of water greater than three feet, up to three 

times per year. A second pass with the harvester should be run on harvested areas to remove plant fragments and floaters. Based on the original lake 

bathymetry, these areas are shown in Figure 3. Since this map is outdated, it is recommended that the harvesting equipment have a depth finder with 

the transducer mounted on the cutting end to ensure that cutting is occurring in water depths greater than three feet. Alternatively, a new bathymetric 

map could be developed and the resulting geo-referenced map could be loaded into the depth finder for orientation. 

Situations in which harvesting may occur: 

1. Removal of CLP. 
2. Nuisance aquatic plant beds and/or filamentous algae significantly impede recreation. 
3. EWM is not present beyond isolated individual plants. 

 
Skimming target: floating plant material including filamentous algae 

 

Skimming of floating plant material can be conducted by mechanical or non-mechanical means. Skimming and removal of floating plant material could 

be conducted in areas where sediment and emergent plants would not be disturbed by this activity.  
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Figure 3.  Potential areas for mechanical harvesting in Alpine Lake (water depths greater than 3 feet).  
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Water level manipulation (drawdown), target species: EWM/HWM, CLP 

Temporary reduction of water levels in Alpine Lake can be used to reduce AIS populations and has the added benefit of compacting sediment. This 

technique has the greatest effect on vegetation located in the shallows. If done during the late fall and winter, the exposed plant crowns will desiccate 

and kill the plants. A permit is required. Consultation with WDNR lake and fisheries biologists is essential in determining the appropriate timing and 

duration needed for current conditions. 

Weevils, target species: EWM/HWM 

Milfoil weevils (Euhrychiopsis lecontei) are insects that are native to some Wisconsin lakes. They feed on both the native northern watermilfoil and the 

invasive EWM/HWM. They require unmowed shoreline vegetation nearby to overwinter and survive. Milfoil weevils are not commercially available in 

Wisconsin, so obtaining a starter population and rearing them in predator-free conditions is necessary to enhance the size of the population released 

into the lake. Professional assistance should be sought if stocking or if a survey of the existing population in Alpine Lake is pursued. 

Plan:  If use of weevils is desired, have a survey conducted to establish the presence and abundance of weevils in Alpine Lake. Weevils could be 

considered for keeping EWM/HWM in balance in the following circumstances: 

a. Shallow water less than three feet in depth where harvesting is not occurring. 

b. Areas not affected by chemical treatments. 

c. Primarily minimally disturbed/unmowed shoreline. 

d. Areas of concentrated HWM. 

 

Aquatic Plant Management Plan Review 

A good aquatic plant management plan strategy should reduce the amount of management activity that is needed as time goes on. In Alpine Lake, a 

succession of successful strategies should lead to a balance between healthy aquatic habitat, water quality and recreation with minimal annual 

management. To evaluate if management strategies are making progress, updates to aquatic plant point-intercept surveys should be conducted at least 

every five years. If chemical treatments are pursued, more frequent (pre- and post-treatment) surveys are necessary. Work with the Aquatic Plant 

Specialist with the WDNR and a consultant to update surveys. 

Tracking historical conditions, changes in the lake, and how those changes have affected current conditions is very important in the development of 

management strategies for the lake. Progress or change that occurs due to management activities documented in a plan, aquatic plant surveys, and 

updates to both will support future strategic decision-making.  The following documents contain additional information about aquatic plants and other 

aspects of the lake:   
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Waushara County Lakes Study ς Alpine Lake, 2014. UWSP Center for Watershed Science and Education. Report to Waushara County and WDNR. 

Visual Survey of EWM and CLP in Alpine Lake, 2013. Golden Sands RC&D, Inc.  http://www.goldensandsrcd.org  

Aquatic Plant Survey of Alpine Lake, Waushara County, 2011.  McNelly, J.  UWSP Center for Watershed Science and Education. Report to Waushara 
County and WDNR.  

Critical Habitat  

Special areas harbor habitat that is essential to the health of a lake and its inhabitants. In Wisconsin, critical habitat areas are identified by biologists and 

other lake professionals from the WDNR in order to protect features that are important to the overall health and integrity of the lake, including aquatic 

plants and animals. While every lake contains important natural features, not all lakes have official critical habitat designations. Designating areas of the 

lake as critical habitat enables these areas to be located on maps and information about their importance to be shared. Having a critical habitat 

designation on a lake can help lake groups and landowners plan waterfront projects that will minimize impact to important habitat, ultimately helping to 

ensure the long-term health of the lake.  

Although Alpine Lake does not have an official critical habitat area designation, there are areas within Alpine Lake that are important for fish and 

wildlife. Natural, minimally-impacted areas with woody habitat such as logs, branches, and stumps; areas with emergent and other forms of aquatic 

vegetation; areas with overhanging vegetation; and, wetlands are all elements of good quality habitat. Identifying important areas around the lake that 

are important habitat and informing lake users of their value can help raise awareness for the protection of these areas. 

Current and proposed critical habitat area designations and additional information can be found on the WDNR website. 

 

Guiding Vision for Alpine LakeΩǎ /Ǌƛǘical Habitat 

Sensitive areas in and around Alpine Lake will remain intact and protected. 

Goal 4.  Protect unique areas that are valuable to the water quality and habitat of Alpine Lake.  

 

Objective 4.1. Identify and inform others of quality habitat in and near Alpine Lake.  

Actions Lead person/group Resources Timeline 

If critical habitat is designated on Alpine Lake, communicate to 
property owners, visitors, and Town Board as to why these areas 
are important. 

ALPRD WDNR Biologists and Lake 
Manager 

TBD 

http://www.goldensandsrcd.org/
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Landscapes and the Lake 
[ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘ Ŏŀƴ 

affect both its water quantity and quality. While forests, grasslands, and 

wetlands allow a fair amount of precipitation to soak into the ground, 

resulting in more groundwater and good water quality, other types of 

land uses may result in increased runoff and less groundwater recharge, 

and may also be sources of pollutants that can impact the lake and its 

inhabitants. Areas of land with exposed soil can produce soil erosion. Soil 

entering the lake can make the water cloudy and cover fish spawning 

beds. Soil also contains nutrients that increase the growth of algae and 

aquatic plants. Development on the land may result in changes to natural 

drainage patterns and alterations to vegetation on the landscape, and 

may be a source of pollutants. Impervious (hard) surfaces such as roads, 

rooftops, and compacted soil prevent rainfall from soaking into the 

ground, which may result in more runoff that carries pollutants to the 

lake. Wastewater, animal waste, and fertilizers used on lawns, gardens 

and crops can contribute nutrients that enhance the growth of algae and 

aquatic plants in our lakes. Land management practices can be put into 

place that better mimic some of the natural processes, and reduction or elimination of nutrients added to the landscape will help prevent the nutrients 

from reaching the water. In general, the land nearest the lake has the greatest impact on the lake water quality and habitat. 

{ƘƻǊŜƭŀƴŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǘƻ ŀ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ. It helps improve the quality of the runoff that is flowing across the landscape towards the 

lake. It also provides habitat for many aquatic and terrestrial animals including birds, frogs, turtles, and many small and large mammals. Healthy 

shoreland vegetation includes a mix of tall grasses/flowers, shrubs, ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ор ŦŜŜǘ ƭŀƴŘǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΩǎ ŜŘƎŜΦ Shorelands 

include adjacent wetlands, which also serve the lake by allowing contaminants to settle out, providing shelter for fish and wildlife, and decreasing the 

hazard of shoreline erosion by providing a shoreland barrier from waves and wind. 

The water quality in Alpine Lake is the result of many factors, including the underlying geology, the climate, and land management practices. Since we 

have little control over the climate and cannot change the geology, changes to land management practices are the primary actions that can have positive 

ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ Alpine Lake was assessed by measuring different characteristics including temperature, 

dissolved oxygen, water clarity, water chemistry, and algae. All of these factors were taken into consideration when management planning decisions 

were made. 






























































